PREFACE TO  FIRST   EDITION,

A DIGIT OF THE MOON is the sixteenth part of a much
longer work, entitled The Churning of the Ocean of
Time \ A well-known Hindoo legend recounts how the
gods and antigods assembled to churn the ocean of milk b
for the nectar of immortality. After throwing in herbs'of
various kinds, they churned it with Mount Mandara,and
obtained the nectar, with certain other things, one of
which was the MOON, who by the way is often called
* the Lord of Herbs.'

But in Sanskrit, the Moon, like the Sun, is a male.
Hindoo poets get over this difficulty, when they want a
female Moon, by personifying his attributes, or making
a part do duty for the whole. Thus, his disc is divided
into sixteen parts, called 'streaks' or 'digits? and a
beautiful woman is 'a digit of the moon?

* Sans&ra-sdgara-manthanam*

b For milk the author has substituted a technical word which
means the world considered as the scene of never-ending trans*
migrations. ('0 world! O life I OtimeT) By this he implies
that the nectar of his work is the residuum of much churning
of life and experience of the world, and that it is destined
to be immortal.